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MINUTES OF DECISION, CORRESPONDENCE & SKETCHES 
Joint Reserve Commission & Gilbert M . Sproat 

January 1876 to April 1878 
Binder 1 (Box 1) 

This first volume consists of minutes of decision, correspondence and sketches related to the work 
of the Joint Indian Reserve Commission, which was formally established in 1876 through federal 
and provincial Orders-in-Council. Each of the Commissioners was also separately appointed through 
provincial and federal Orders-in-Council. Interestingly, the first piece of correspondence is a letter 
from Gilbert Malcolm Sproat offering his services on the Joint Indian Reserve Commission. The 
inside address says: "Sproat & Co." 

The Minutes of decision found in this volume are the same as those found in volume 3 of the federal 
collection. The significant difference is that the provincial collection appears to contain all the 
sketches/maps related to the Commission's work, whereas the federal set has only 1 map. 

There is also additional correspondence related to issues at Beecher Bay, work done in the 1920s 
related to the boundaries at Seymour Creek I. R. 2 and issues related to settlers in the Neskonlith area, 
Cowichan and the Okanagan. With respect to the latter topic, there is one letter, without a 
correspondence number, from Drake and Jackson, Barristers informing the Provincial Secretary, 
A .C . Elliott, that they have advised Mr. O'Keefe to "resist all attempts of the Indians to interfere with 
his land, crops and property by force i f necessary." [Correspondence dated January 31, 1878.] In 
addition to the slight tinge of sarcasm which permeates the letter, what is interesting is the absence 
of a correspondence number. The only other time this was noted to occur in this volume was with 
respect to some enclosures. This suggests the possibility that, at one time, there may have been 
additional correspondence related to this letter, which has since been removed. 

It is notable that in writing to the C C L W on issues related to B.C. only McKinlay and Sproat signed 
the correspondence. A n example of correspondence on the same topic being sent to the two different 
governments can be found in the covering letters for the amended minutes of decision of the 
Musqueam and Squamish Indians. This is found at correspondence no. 1590/77, dated 27th June 
1877 and at pp. 136-138 of volume 3 of the federal collection. It is, perhaps, also notable that 
different secretaries appear to have written the two letters. 

Some general population numbers were given for some First Nation groups, but there was no 
breakout as to men, women and children. 

Missing from the volume is correspondence related to the disbanding of the JIRC. The JIRC was 
disbanded at the end of the 1877 season of work. Without any indication of a change in the situation, 
at correspondence no. 695/78, dated 19 March 1878, it is apparent that Sproat has assumed the role 
of sole Indian Reserve Commissioner. 

Organization of Index 
• The identification of the location of the documents is based upon the correspondence number. 

• In some instances when there was no correspondence number noted on enclosures the term" [add. 
corr.]" has been used to indicate additional correspondence under the same correspondence 
number. 

• Page numbers for the correspondence, particularly the Minutes of decision and sketches, have 
been noted in "[ ]" below the correspondence number. In many cases, there was no page number 
in the document, so the page number has been assigned. 

• In some cases two dates have been used. This has been done i f two dates appeared in relation to 
the Minutes of decision. There could be many dates associated with the Minutes of decision: the 
date of the covering letter, the date of the Minute, the date which appears at the end of the 



submission, which maybe the date the Commissioners signed off their work and, the date on the 
sketches. What has been cited for the Minutes of decision is the date which appeared beside the 
Minute, or, in the absence of that, the date which appeared at the end of the submitted minutes. 

Additional Sources 
In order to verify and cross-reference information in the collection a number of sources are cited in 
the footnotes. 

Federal Collection 

1943 Schedule 

NRCan Schedule (2005) 

PILQ 

People of Note 
Alexander Caufield Anderson 
Archibald McKinlay 
H.[Henry] Moffatt 
Edward Mohun 
Gilbert M . Sproat 
B.W. Pearsef 

Dr. Israel Wood Powell 
Lawrence Vankoughnet 
Forbes George Vernon 

Indians Identified 
Settlers Identified 

Federal Collection of Minutes of Decision, Correspondence 
& Sketches 
The 1943 Schedule of Reserves prepared by the Department 
of Indian Affairs based upon the work of C.H. Taggart, 
Dominion Land Surveyor. 
Schedule of Reserves prepared by the Vancouver office of the 
Legal Surveys Division, Natural Resources Canada 
The Papers on the Indian Land Question, 1850-1875, 1877 

Indian Reserve Commissioner, Canada (JIRC) 
Indian Reserve Commissioner, B.C. (JIRC) 
Secretary, Indian Affairs (a.k.a Secretary Pro tem) 
Surveyor to the Indian Reserve Commission 
Joint Indian Reserve Commissioner (JIRC) 
Agent for Public Works, Victoria 
Indian Superintendent, B.C. 
Deputy Superintendent General Indian Affairs, B.C. 
Chief Commissioner of Lands & Works, B.C. 

See complete list under Additional Subjects 
See complete list under Additional Subjects 

Cross-Reference to the Federal Collection 
Correspondence No. 1352/77 is found in vl . 3, pp. 56-119 
Correspondence No. 1353/77 is found in v l . 3, pp. 124-132 
Correspondence No. 1591/77 is found in vl . 3, pp. 136-149a 

B.W. Pearse was the former Surveyor General for the Province of B.C. He prepared the 1871 Schedule of Reserves which 
appears in the Yellow Book, pp. 104-106. 



ANNOTATED INDEX 
BINDER 1 

M.O .D. is an abbreviation for Minute of Decision 
A.M.O .D . is an abbreviation for Amended Minute of Decision 
Reserve names are current spellings and current numbers, unless the reserve no longer exists, 
Band/Tribe names are as they appear within the volume; n.b. for a variety of reasons (eg. change 
of name, band division and amalgamation) the band originally allotted the reserve may not be the 
current holder. 
[w/encl] indicates there were enclosures contained with the correspondence, 
[copy] indicates that there was a notation on the correspondence identifying it as a copy 
[ ] around the name of the author indicates that the author is known, but the signature block is 
missing. 

DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR. NO. 

01 18 1876 Sproat2 Letter 271/76 

09 08 1876 Sechelt Moffatt3 Letter [w/encl] 2037/76 

09 08 1876 Sechelt Unknown Sketch 2037/76 

09 11 1876 Moffatt4 Letter 2069/76 

11 27 1876 Govt. Reserve Squamish & 
Burrard 

McKinlay & 
Sproat5 * 

Letter 2935/76 

12 07 1876 Sechelt6 JIRC Letter 3138/76 

04 27 1877 Various7 JIRC Letter 861/77 

2 Sproat profers his services to the provincial government on "the Joint Commission proposed for the settlement of the Indian 
question" in B.C. 

3 Moffatt writes to Forbes George Vernon, CCLW advising that the Commissioners propose to visit the Sechelt Peninsula and 
Jervis Inlet "to settle the various issues in question under the powers secured to them." In light of the pending work, the 
provincial government is requested not to issue pre-emptions, sell any land, issue any leases, particularly timber leases and, most 
especially, that there "be no interference with the localities now occupied as Indian Villages [sic]." It is noted that Superintendent 
Powell has been informed that applications have been made at both Dean's Canal and Bute Inlet which include portions of land 
"actually occupied" by Indians. Moffatt encloses a basic sketch of Princess Royal Reach and Queen's reach. 

4 Moffatt Requests that province not grant or extend pastoral leases as they may affect the work of the Commission. 

s Reference is made to a telegram dated November 18 and a letter dated November 20, both from Vernon. Neither piece of 
correspondence is included in the provincial collection. McKinlay and Sproat refer to a "Government Reserve between Coal 
Harbour and First Narrows, Burrard Inlet" They state they have "declined to permit Indian reserves on the Government Reserve. 
" They also state they have dealt with "735 Indians to date." 

6 The JIRC report on their trip to Jervis Inlet. Among other things, they state that there "is no land available in Jervis Inlet for 
agricultural settlers and white men are never likely to settle on its shores except for mining or fishing purposes. We had great 
difficulty, over a shoreline of about 200 miles, finding a reasonable quantity of land for the reserves of the She-Shells (Sechelts) 
who number 167 persons." (p. 2) The "rough map sent to the Provincial Secretary" (p. 6) may be a reference to the sketch 
included with the Minutes of decision. 

7 The JIRC states that, in their opinion, it "would be well if the Provincial Government... reserved ..." various tracts of land. 
In using the term "reserved" it would appear that the JIRC intends that the lands would be withheld from pre-emption or lease. 
Substantial tracts of land are identified, including areas in the Gulf of Georgia, along the Fraser and on the west coast of 
Vancouver Island at Barclay Sound and the Nass and Skeena. There is no indication that the province acceded to this request. 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR. NO. 

06 11 1877 Comox, Squamish, 
Sechelt, Qualicum, 
Nanoose, Nanairno, 
Halalt, Lyackson, 
Penelakut, 
Chemainus, 
Cowichan, Saanich 

JIRCS Letter, M.O.D. 
& Sketch 

1351/77 
1352/77 

11 00 1876 JIRC Authority 1352/77 
[pp. 1-2] 

11 27 1876 
11 28 1876 

Squamish JIRC M.O.D. & 
Sketch 

1352/77 
[pp. 2-9,37] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. & 
Sketch 

1352/77 
[pp. 10-16,36] 

12 12 1876 Comox JIRC M.O.D. & 
Sketch 

1352/77 
[pp. 17,31] 

12 13 1876 Qualicum JIRC M.O.D. & 
Sketch 

1352/77 
[pp. 18,18a] 

12 15 1876 Nanoose JIRC M.O.D. & 
Sketch 

1352/77 
[pp. 19,34] 

12 20 1876 - Nanaimo9 JIRC M.O.D. & 
Sketch 

1352/77 
[pp. 20,34] 

01 18 1877 Halalt JIRC M.O.D. & 
Sketch 

1352/77 
[pp. 21,32] 

01 18 1877 Lyackson JIRC M.O.D. & 
Sketch 

1352/77 
[pp. 22-23,32] 

01 18 1877 Penelakut JIRC M.O.D. & 
Sketch 

1352/77 
[pp. 24,32] 

01 18 1877 Chemainus JIRC M.O.D. & 
Sketch 

1352/77 
[pp. 25,32] 

02 17 1877 
03 03 1877 

Cowichan10 JIRC M.O.D. & 
Sketch 

1352/77 
[pp. 26-27,33, 
35] 

03 03 1877 Saanich JIRC M.O.D. & 
Sketch 

1352/77 
[pp. 28-30,35] 

11 27 1876 Skowishin 7 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 2] 

8 Corr. No. 1351/77 is the covering letter which encloses the Minutes of decision for the JIRC for Indian groups in the "Victoria 
Superintendency- Howe Sound to Sooke", Corr. No. 1352/77. Within this set of Minutes of decision each allotment is separately 
dated. The entire collection of Minutes of decision is signed and dated on the last page as April 26, 1877. A l l the sketches 
enclosed with the Minutes are also signed by the Commissioners and by Edward Mohun, Surveyor to the JIRC. Al l the sketches 
are also dated April 26, 1877 in Mohun's handwriting. While the Minutes of decision can be found in the federal collection, the 
sketches appear to have been separated from the original submission as they are not contained in the federal collection. [See 
Federal Collection, vl. 3, pp. 56-119] 

9 There is only a sketch depicting Gabriola Island 5 and Ma-guala 6. No sketch was located which depicted the other Nanaimo 
reserves. 

1 0 There are two different dates for the Minutes of decision for Cowichan. [See Binder 13, Corr. No. 5765/06; Federal Collection, 
vl.3,pp. 110-112] 



DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR. NO. 

1127 1876 Chuckchuck 8" Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[pp. 2-3] 

11 27 1876 Poyam912 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 3] 

1127 1876 Skowishin Graveyard 10 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 3] 

11 27 1876 Cheakamus 11'3 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[pp. 3-4] 

11 27 1876 Yookwitz 12 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 4] 

11 27 1876 Weiwakum 14'4 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[pp. 4-5] 

11 27 1876 Aikwucks 15 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[pp. 4-5] 

11 27 1876 Poquiosin & Skamain 1315 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 5] 

11 27 1876 Seaichem 16 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[PP. 5-6] 

11 27 1876 Kowtain 17 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 6] 

1127 1876 Yekwaupsum 18 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[pp. 6-7] 

11 27 1876 Yekwaupsum 19 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 7] 

11 27 1876 Mamaquum Island 201 6 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 7] 

11 27 1876 Squamish Island 211 7 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[pp. 7-8] 

11 27 1876 Skulwailum2218 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 8] 

1 1 The Commissioners note that the village is abandoned and the Indians did not wish to retain it, thus, only the graveyard was 
reserved. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 168] 

1 2 The Commissioners note that the village was abandoned and the Indians did not wish to retain it. The graveyard was set aside 
as a reserve. 

1 3 Spelled Che-ah-ka-mist on the M.O.D. 

1 4 The description of this allotment indicates that it is ten acres on each side of the "Skwawmish" river. It appears that the two 
ten acre allotments became separate reserves, Nos. 14 and 15. 

1 5 There is a note which states: "The above three reserves subject to any existing rights of timber leases." It is unclear if this 
includes Yookwitz 12 or not. 

1 6 This reserve was sold in 1914. It is identified as "Small Island" in the M.O.D. [See NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 67] 

1 7 This reserve was sold in 1914. It is identified as "Staw-a-mus Island" in the M.O.D. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 59; NRCan 
Schedule (2005), p. 67] 

18 This reserve was sold in 1914. It is identified as "Sckwul-wailem Island" in the M.O.D. [See NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 67] 



DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR. NO. 

11 27 1876 Ahtsam23!9 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 8] 

11 27 1876 Stawamus 24 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 8] 

11 28 1876 Kaikalahun 25 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 9] 

11 28 1876 Chekwelp 26 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 9] 

11 28 1876 Schaltuuch 272° Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 9] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands I2 1 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 10] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 22 2 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[pp. 10-11] 

12 07 1876 Kuk-way-win23 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 11] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 42 4 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[P. 11] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 52 5 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 11] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 826 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 12] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 6 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 12] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 7 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 12] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 92 7 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 12] 

19 The description of this reserve commences at the second sentence "Also the land ..." This reserve was sold in 1914. [See 
NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 67] 

2 0 This reserve was a graveyard/burial ground. It was also known as Chekwelp 27, Burial Ground 27, Shelter Island 27. [See 
1943 Schedule, p. 170; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 67] 

2 1 This reserve was originally known as Tsawcome 1. [See 1943 Schedule p. 162; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 64] 

2 2 Originally known as Sechelt 2 or Seschelt 2. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 162; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 64] 

2 3 This reserve allotment appears not to have been confirmed. It is identified by the JIRC as "Kuk-way-win" and is noted to be 
near Porpoise Bay, Jervis Inlet. Sechelt Lakes 3 (formerly Swaycalse 3) is nearby the original location of this reserve. 

2 4 Originally known as Oalthkyim 4. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 162; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 64] 

25 This reserve is identified as a "Burying Ground." 

2 6 The JIRC identify this allotment as "Klay-e-quim". Three areas are identified in the allotment: "the flat at the mouth of the 
river... a small patch on the south eastern side... and a small timbered valley." These allotments are currently known as Sechelt 
Lands 8, 6 and 7 respectively. They were formerly known as Klayekwim 8, Klayekwim 6 and Klayekwim 7. 

2 7 Originally known as Chikwat 9. This reserve was a fishing station. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 163; NRCan Schedule (2005), 
p. 64] 
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mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR. NO. 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 1028 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[pp. 12-13] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 1129 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D, 1352/77 
[p. 13] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 1230 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 13] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 1331 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D, 1352/77 
[PP. 13-14] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 1432 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 14] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 1533 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 14] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 1634 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 15] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 1735 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 15] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 1836 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[pp. 15-16] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 1937 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 16] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 203 8 Sechelt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 161 

2 8 Originally known as Tchahchelailthtenum 10. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 163; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 64] 

2 9 Originally known as Hunaechin 11. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 163; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 64] 

3 0 Originally known as Swaywelat 12. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 163; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 64] 

3 1 Originally known as Chelohsin 13. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 163; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 64] 

3 2 Originally known as Paykulkum 14. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 164; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 64] 

3 3 Spelled "Soo-ah-di" in the Minute of decision. Originally known as Tsooahdie 15. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 164; NRCan 
Schedule (2005), p. 64] 

3 4 Originally known as Slayathlum 16. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 164; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 64] 

3 5 Spelled "Kwaw-que-ahm" in the Minute of decision. Originally known as Skwawkweehm, or Skwaw-kwe-ehm, 17. [See 1943 
Schedule, p. 163; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 64] 

36 Spelled "Sme-shallum" in the Minute of decision. Originally known as Smeshalim 18. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 164; NRCan 
Schedule (2005), p. 64] 

3 7 Originally known as Suahbin 19. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 164; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 64; CLSRBC 254] 

3 8 Spelled "Sal-la-loose" in the Minute of decision. This reserve was originally known as Sallahlus 20. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 
164, NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 64] 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR. NO. 

12 12 1876 Comox 139 Comox JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 17] 

12 12 1876 Pentledge 2 Comox JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 17] 

12 12 1876 Goose Spit 3 Comox JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 17] 

12 13 1876 Qualicum Qualicum JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 18] 

12 13 1876 Qualicum40 Qualicum Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 18a] 

12 15 1876 Nanoose Nanoose JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 19] 

12 20 1876 Nanaimo Town 141 Nanaimo JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 20] 

12 20 1876 Nanaimo River 2 Nanaimo JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 20] 

12 20 1876 Nanaimo River 3 Nanaimo JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 20] 

12 20 1876 Nanaimo River 4 Nanaimo JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 20] 

12 23 1876 Gabriola Island 54 2 Nanaimo JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 20] 

12 23 1876 Ma-guala 643 Nanaimo JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 20] 

01 18 1877 Halalt Island l 4 4 Halalt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 21] 

01 18 1877 Halalt 24 5 Halalt JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
IP. 211 

3 9 In their Minute of decision, the JIRC note that the "Original Reserve Section IV confirmed." Usually the terminology "old 
reserve" denotes a colonial allotment. It is unclear when land was originally set aside for the Comox Indians prior to 1871 or, 
instead, in the early 1870s, after B.C. joined Confederation, but before the JIRC was established. In his letter of July 1912, 
McKenna does not refer to a colonial allotment at Comox. [See PILQ, pp. 116-17; McKenna letter, July 1912, esp. Ex. A.; Cole 
Harris, Making Native Space, pp. 111-12] 

4 0 Title block on sketch states: "Sketch Qualicum [sic] to accompany Minutes of Decision dated 4t h Jany 1877." The sketch is 
signed by Anderson, McKinlay and Sproat as well as by Mohun, who adds the date April 26, 1877. 

4 1 The Nanaimo Indians are currently known as Snuneymuxw First Nation. The JIRC confirmed the "three existing Reserves", 
that is Nanaimo Town 1, and Nanaimo River 2 and 3 which were colonial reserves. [See PILQ, p. 104; 1943 Schedule pp. 20-21; 
NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 66, 91] 

4 2 Also known as Fishing Station 5 [See NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 66] 

4 3 This reserve was a graveyard. [See NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 66] 

4 4 This reserve was a colonial reserve. [See PILQ, p. 104] 

4 5 The JIRC indicates that 100 acres of this reserve was an "original reserve", that is a colonial reserve. Another 200 acres is 
added to the reserve. [See PILQ, p. 104] 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR. NO. 

01 18 1877 Lyackson 346 Lyackson JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 22] 

01 18 1877 Shingle Point 4 Lyackson JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 22] 

01 18 1877 Portier Pass 5 Lyackson JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[pp. 22-23] 

01 18 1877 Tsussie 64 7 Penelakut JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 24] 

01 18 1877 Kuper Island 7 Penelakut JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 24] 

01 18 1877 Tent Island 8 Penelakut JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 24] 

01 18 1877 Galiano Island 9 Penelakut JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 24] 

01 18 1877 Say-la-quas 1048 Chemainus JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 25] 

01 18 1877 Squaw-hay-one 1149 Chemainus JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 25] 

01 18 1877 Oyster Bay 12so Chemainus JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 25] 

01 18 1877 Chemainus 13 Chemainus JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 25] 

02 17 1877 Cowichan 1 Cowichan51 JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 26] 

02 17 1877 Theik 25 2 Cowichan JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 26] 

02 17 1877 Kil-pah-las 35 3 Cowichan JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[P. 26] 

4 6 This reserve was also known as Valdez 3. The JIRC note that the Lyackson Indians live on Valdez Island "which has not up 
to the present time been surveyed ..." Valdez Island is currently spelled Valdes. [See NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 56] 

4 7 The JIRC identify these Indians as "Chemanis Yonkulahs and Lamalchas and Penelakuts Tribe." This reserve as identified 
as an "Original fishing station..." This reserve is currently held by Penelakut. [See PILQ, p. 104,1943 Schedule, p. 17; NRCan 
Schedule (2005), p. 62] 

4 8 This reserve was also known as Fishing Station 10. The JIRC identify the Indians as "Chemainis Bay and Sickameen Tribe". 

4 9 Also known as Fishing Station 11. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 18; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 43] 

5 0 Also known as Oyster Harbour 12. This reserve was cut-off by the McKenna-McBride Commission July 14,1913. The cut-off 
was settled in June 1984. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 18; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 43; McKenna-McBride Report Vol. 1, p. 295] 

51 The JIRC confirmed the colonial allotments for this group. The Cowichan Indians are currently identified as Cowichan Tribes. 
[See PILQ, pp. 104, 106; NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 44, 83; CLSRBC 240] 

52 This reserve was also known as Cowichan Bay 2. [See PILQ, p. 104, NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 44] 

53 This reserve was colonial reserve. It was also known as Cowichan Bay 3. [See PILQ, p. 104; NRCan Schedule (2005) p. 44] 
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mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR. NO. 

02 17 1877 Graveyard54 Cowichan JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 26] 

02 17 1877 Tsart-lam 55 5 Cowichan JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[pp. 26-27] 

02 17 1877 Kakalatza 65 6 Cowichan JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 27] 

02 17 1877 Skutz 75 7 Cowichan JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 27] 

02 17 1877 Skutz 858 Cowichan JIRC M.O.D, 1352/77 
[p. 27] 

03 03 1877 Est-Patrolas 45 9 Cowichan JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 27] 

03 03 1877 South Saanich 160 Tsartlip/ 
Saanich 

JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 28] 

03 03 1877 East Saanich 26 1 Tsawout/ 
Saanich 

JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 28] 

03 03 1877 Cole Bay 36 2 Pauquachin/ 
Saanich 

JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 28] 

03 03 1877 Union Bay 463 Tseycum/ 
Saanich 

JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[P. 281 

5 4 Although this graveyard is allotted as a reserve, it appears not to have been included in the original survey of the reserve and 
it appears to remain outside the reserve boundaries today. [See CLSRBC 240] 

55 This reserve was a fishing station. It was also known as River Bottom 5 and was held by an Indian named Quilt-lah-nuck. [See 
1943 Schedule, p. 19; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 44; sketch of Cowichan River, this volume] 

5 6 This reserve was a fishing station. It was also known as River Bottom 6. It was apparently held by a Cowichan Indian named 
Kakalutza. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 19; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 44; sketch, this volume] 

5 7 This reserve was a fishing station. This reserve was also known as George's station. It was apparently held by a Cowichan 
Indian named George. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 19; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 44; sketch, this volume] 

5 8 The JIRC allotted five fishing stations. It would appear that this one reserve, which spans both sides of the river, encompassed 
two fishing stations. This reserve was also known as Falls 8. The fishing stations were apparently held by Cowichan Indians 
named Thomas and Swulaston. [See 1943 Schedule p. 20; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 44; CLSRBC 240; sketch, this volume] 

5 9 This reserve is only identified as "R. V. S. 19" no other additional information is provided. It is also notable that the date of 
allotment for this reserve is different from the other Cowichan reserves. This reserve was also known as Rogers Lake 4. [See 1943 
Schedule, p. 19; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 44] 

6 0 The JIRC identify this group generally as Saanich Indians. The Saanich Indians consisted of the Tsawout, Tseycum, Tsartlip 
and Pauquachin Indians. This reserve was a colonial reserve. It was also known as Brentwood Bay 1, Tsarlip 1 and Chowlulf 
1 and Chawlip. [See PILQ, p. 104; 1943 Schedule p. 21; NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 72,95] 

6 1 This reserve was a colonial reserve. It was also known as Saanichton 2, Tetaihit 2, and Tsawout 2. [See PILQ, p. 104; 1943 
Schedule p. 22; NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 72, 95] 

6 2 This reserve was a colonial reserve. It was also known as Panquotsin 3. [See PILQ, p. 104; 1943 Schedule p. 22; NRCan 
Schedule (2005), pp. 62, 95] 

6 3 This reserve was a colonial reserve. It was also known as Patricia Bay 4. [See PILQ, p. 104; 1943 Schedule, p. 22; NRCan 
Schedule (2005), pp. 72, 95] 
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mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR. NO. 

03 03 1877 Fulford Harbour 564 Tsawout/ 
Saanich 

JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 28] 

03 03 1877 Mayne Island 665 Tsartlip/ 
Saanich 

JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 28] 

03 03 1877 Saturna Island 766 Tsawout & Tseycum/ 
Saanich 

JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 28] 

03 03 1877 Pender Island 8 Tsawout & Tseycum/ 
Saanich 

JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[pp. 28-29] 

03 03 1877 Bare Island 9 Tsawout & Tseycum/ 
Saanich 

JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 29] 

03 03 1877 Senanus Island 10 Tsartlip/ 
Saanich 

JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 29] 

03 03 1877 Malahat 1167 Malahat/ 
Saanich 

JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 29] 

03 03 1877 Hatch Point 1268 Pauquachin/ 
Saanich 

JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[pp. 29-30] 

03 03 1877 Goldstream 1369 Tsawout et al/ 
Saanich 

JIRC M.O.D. 1352/77 
[p. 30] 

12 12 1876 Comox 1 Comox Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 31] 

12 12 1876 Pentledge 2 Comox Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 31] 

12 12 1876 Goose Spit 3 Comox Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 31] 

01 18 1877 Halalt Island 1 Halalt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 32] 

01 18 1877 Halalt 2 Halalt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 32] 

01 18 1877 Lyackson 3 Lyackson Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 32] 

01 18 1877 Shingle Point 4 Lyackson Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 321 

6 4 This reserve was also known as Saltspring Island 5. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 22; NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 72, 95] 

65 This reserve was also known as Active Pass 6. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 22; NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 72, 95] 

6 6 This reserve and reserve nos. 8 and 9 are currently jointly held by the Tsawout and Tseycum Indians. [See 1943 Schedule, 
p. 22, NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 72, 95] 

6 7 The JIRC identified this reserve as the "Malahut reserve". [See 1943 Schedule, p. 23; NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 57,95; 
CLSRBC 237] 

6 8 This reserve was a fishing station. The JIRC description includes Section 10, but the description in the 1943 Schedule does 
not. It appears that, upon survey, this section was excluded. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 23; NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 62, 95; 
CLSRBC 237] 

6 9 This reserve is currently jointly held by the Malahat, Pauquachin, Tsartlip, Tsawout and Tseycum Indians. [See 1943 Schedule 
p. 23; NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 57, 62, 72, 95] 
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mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR. NO. 

01 18 1877 Portier Pass 5 Lyackson Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 32] 

01 18 1877 Tsussie 6 Penelakut Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 32] 

01 18 1877 Kuper Island 7 Penelakut Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 32] 

01 18 1877 Tent Island 8 Penelakut Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 32] 

01 18 1877 Galiano Island 9 Penelakut Mohun Sketch 1352777 
[p. 32] 

01 18 1877 Say-la-quas 10 Chemainus Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 32] 

01 18 1877 Squaw-hay-one 11 Chemainus Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 32] 

01 18 1877 Oyster Bay 12 Chemainus Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 32] 

01 18 1877 Chemainus 13 Chemainus Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 32] 

02 17 1877 Tsart-lam 5 Cowichan Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 33] 

02 17 1877 Kakalatza 6 Cowichan Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 33] 

02 17 1877 Skutz 7 Cowichan Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 33] 

02 17 1877 Skutz 8 Cowichan Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 33] 

12 15 1876 Nanoose70 Nanoose Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 34] 

12 23 1876 Gabriola Island 5 Nanaimo Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 34] 

12 23 1876 Ma-guala 6 Nanaimo Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 34] 

02 17 1877 Cowichan 1 Cowichan Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

02 17 1877 Theik 2 Cowichan Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

02 17 1877 Kil-pah-las 3 Cowichan Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

03 03 1877 Est-Patrolas 4 Cowichan Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

03 03 1877 Malahat 11 Malahat/ 
Saanich 

Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

03 03 1877 Union Bay 4 Tseycum/ 
Saanich 

Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

7 0 The title for this sketch states, "Sketch, Nanaimo [sic] to accompany Minutes of decision dated 4th Jany 1977". The largest 
reserve shown on the sketch is actually Nanoose. The two smaller reserves are Nanaimo reserves. [See FBBC 44A] 
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mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR. NO. 

03 03 1877 Fulford Harbour 5 Tsawout/ 
Saanich 

Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

03 03 1877 Mayne Island 6 Tsartlip/ 
Saanich 

Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

03 03 1877 Saturna Island 7 Tsawout & Tseycum/ 
Saanich 

Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

03 03 1877 Pender Island 8 Tsawout & Tseycum/ 
Saanich 

Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

03 03 1877 Bare Island 9 Tsawout & Tseycum/ 
Saanich 

Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

03 03 1877 Senanus Island 10 Tsartlip/ 
Saanich 

Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

03 03 1877 Hatch Point 12 Pauquachin/ 
Saanich 

Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

03 03 1877 Goldstream 13 Tsawout et al/ 
Saanich 

Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

03 03 1877 South Saanich 1 Tsartlip/ 
Saanich 

Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
LP- 35] 

03 03 1877 East Saanich 2 Tsawout/ 
Saanich 

Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

03 03 1877 Cole Bay 3 Pauquachin/ 
Saanich 

Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

03 03 1877 Union Bay 4 Tseycum/ 
Saanich 

Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 35] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt71 Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 1 Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 2 Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

12 07 1876 Kuk way72 Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 4 Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

12 07 1876 Klay-e-quim73 Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

7 1 The majority of Sechelt reserves as allotted by the JIRC are shown on the sketch. The notation states that it is a "Rough Sketch 
showing the approximate position of Indian reserves on Jervis Inlet" and that it is intended to "accompany our Minutes of 
Decision 7th December 1876." The sketch is signed by Anderson, McKinlay and Sproat. Surveyor Edward Mohun has also 
signed the sketch and dated his signature April 26,1877. For the purposes of the index, the date the sketch was signed by the 
JIRC will be used. 

7 2 This reserve allotment appears not to have been confirmed, however, Sechelt Lakes 3 (formerly Swaycalse 3) is nearby the 
original location of the area identified as Kuk way. 

7 3 This name appears to refer to 3 small reserves currently known as Sechelt Lands 6, 7 and 8, formerly known as Klayekwim 
6, Klayekwim 7 and Klayekwim 8. 
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ram dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
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12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 10 Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 11 Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 12 Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 13 Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 14 Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 15 Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 16 Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 17 Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 18 Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 19 Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

12 07 1876 Sechelt Lands 20 Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

12 07 1876 Graveyard Sechelt Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 36] 

11 27 1876 Skowishin 7 Squamish74 Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 27 1876 Skowishin Graveyard 10 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

04 26 1877 Inlailawatash 475 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 27 1876 Cheakamus 11 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 27 1876 Yookwitz 12 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 27 1876 Weiwakum 14 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 27 1876 Aikwucks 15 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 27 1876 Poquiosin& Skamain 13 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

7 4 The title block on the sketch states: "Rough Sketch showing the approximate position of Indian Reserves on the Skwawmish 
[sic] River and Howe Sound." In fine writing under the title is written: "The Graveyards and Poyam and Chuckchuck 7 and 8 
miles above Skowishin respectively are not shown on the sketch." Written in red is the correspondence number 1352/77. The 
sketch is signed by the three Commissioners and Mohun and there is the notation: "To accompany our Minutes of Decision 27th 
December 1876." 

7 5 This reserve is shown on an inset on this sketch. Interestingly, this reserve was not allotted by the JIRC until June 1877, 
approximately two months after the date on this sketch. This reserve is currently held by the Burrard Indians. 
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mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR. NO. 

11 27 1876 Seaichem 16 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 27 1876 Kowtain 17 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 27 1876 Yekwaupsum 18 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 27 1876 Yekwaupsum 19 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

1127 1876 Mamaquum Island 20 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 27 1876 Squamish Island 21 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 27 1876 Skulwailum 22 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 27 1876 Ahtsam 23 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 27 1876 Stawamus 24 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 27 1876 Kaikalahun 25 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 27 1876 Chekwelp 26 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 27 1876 Schaltuuch 27 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1352/77 
[p. 37] 

11 06 1877 Becher Bay, Sooke, 
Esquimalt 

JIRC M.O.D. & 
Sketch 

1351/77 
1353/77 

06 11 1877 JTRC Authority 1353/77 
[p. 1] 

06 11 1877 T'sou-ke 177 Sooke JIRC M.O.D. 1353/77 
[p. 2] 

06 11 1877 T'sou-ke 2 Sooke JIRC M.O.D. 1353/77 
[p. 2] 

06 11 1877 Graveyard 3 Sooke JIRC M.O.D. 1353/77 
[p. 2] 

06 11 1877 Graveyard 47 8 Sooke JIRC M.O.D. 1353/77 
[p. 2] 

7 6 There is no covering letter for this set of Minutes of decision. It appears that this set of Minutes of decision were also included 
with the covering letter at correspondence number 1351/77. That covering letter indicates that the Minutes of decision enclosed 
includes the Victoria Superintendency and Sooke. There are no dates next to the individual Minutes of decision in this section. 
Al l are given the date June 11,1877, which appears at the end of the Minutes. Interestingly, at the end of the Minutes of decision 
collection there is a notation which states: "The negociations [sic] with the Esquimalt and Songhish Indians are at present 
incomplete." The sketch depicts only a few Beecher Bay reserves. [See Corr. No. 1355/77, this binder; Federal Collection, vl. 
3, pp. 124-132; also Third Copy #2, ILR No. 13329] 

7 7 The Sooke Indians are currently identified as T'sou-ke First Nation. This reserve was a colonial reserve. It was also known 
as Milnes Landing. [See PILQ, p. 104; 1943 Schedule, p. 23, NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 73, 97] 

7 8 This reserve was not allowed as there was already a Crown Grant on the land. [See 1943 Schedule, p, 24; NRCan Schedule 
(2005), p. 73] 
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06 11 1877 Becher Bay 1 Beecher Bay7 9 JIRC M.O.D. 1353/77 
[p. 2] 

06 11 1877 Becher Bay 2 Beecher Bay JIRC M.O.D. 1353/77 
[p. 2] 

06 11 1877 Creyke Point 380 Beecher Bay JIRC M.O.D. 1353/77 
[p. 2] 

06 11 1877 Wolf Island 48 1 Beecher Bay JIRC M.O.D. 1353/77 
[p. 2] 

06 11 1877 Lamb Island 5 Beecher Bay JIRC M.O.D. 1353/77 
[p. 2] 

06 11 1877 Fraser Island 6 Beecher Bay JIRC M.O.D. 1353/77 
[p. 2] 

06 11 1877 Village Island 7 Beecher Bay JIRC M.O.D. 1353/77 
[p. 2] 

06 11 1877 Whale Island 8 Beecher Bay JIRC M.O.D. 1353/77 
[p. 2] 

06 11 1877 Long Neck Island 9 Beecher Bay JIRC M.O.D. 1353/77 
[p. 2] 

06 11 1877 Twin Island 1082 Beecher Bay JIRC M.O.D. 1353/77 
[p. 2] 

06 11 1877 Albert Head 1183 Beecher Bay JIRC M.O.D. 1353/77 
[p. 3] 

06 11 1877 Becher Bay 1 Beecher Bay Mohun Sketch 1353/77 
[p. 4] 

06 11 1877 Becher Bay 2 Beecher Bay Mohun Sketch 1353/77 
[p. 4] 

06 11 1877 Creyke Point 3 Beecher Bay Mohun Sketch 1353/77 
[p. 4] 

06 11 1877 Albert Head 11 Beecher Bay Mohun Sketch 1353/77 
[p. 4] 

06 11 1877 Beecher Bay8 4 JIRC Letter [w/encl] 1354/77 
1355/77 

7 9 This name is also spelled Becher Bay. [See NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 81] 

8 0 This reserve was a graveyard/burial ground. It was cut-off in 1915 by the McKenna-McBride Commission. The cut-off claim 
was settled in October 1984. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 16; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 40] 

81 The JIRC allots "the Rocky Islets in Becher Bay." This vague description would appear to encompass reserve nos. 4 through 
9, which are islets, or small islands, in Beecher Bay, but not all the islets or islands in Becher Bay. Wolf Island 4 was cut-off 
by the McKenna-McBride Commission in 1915. The cut-off claim was settled in October 1984. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 16; 
NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 40; CLSRBC 236] 

8 2 This is the reserve described by the JIRC as "opposite S1". 

8 3 This reserve was surrendered and sold in 1892. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 17; NRCan Schedule (2004), p. 41; CLSRBC 236] 

8 4 The JIRC enclose a memorandum respecting their negotiations with the Beecher Bay Indians. The enclosure is 
correspondence number 1355/77. 
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nun dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR. NO. 

06 11 1877 Beecher Bay8 5 JIRC Memorandum 1355/77 

06 27 1877 Musqueam JIRC8 6 Letter, 
A.M.O.D 
and Sketch 

1590/77 
1591/77 

06 27 1877 Squamish JIRC8 7 Letter, 
A.M.O.D 
and Sketch 

1590/77 
1591/77 

06 15 1877 JIRC Authority 1591/77 
[p. 1] 

06 15 1877 Musqueam 288 Musqueam JIRC M.O.D. 1591/77 
[p. 1] 

06 15 1877 Sea Island 3 Musqueam JIRC M.O.D. 1591/77 
[p. 1] 

06 15 1877 Kitsilano 68 9 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1591/77 
[p. 2] 

06 15 1877 Capilano 590 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1591/77 
[p. 2] 

06 15 1877 Mission l91 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1591/77 
[p. 3] 

8 5 The memorandum is entitled: "Memorandum on negotiations with the Beecher Bay Indians May and June 1877 (see also 
Journal pages 280 &c)." It is not known which journal is being referred to. There is an additional notation at the top indicating 
this version is a copy. This is further substantiated at the end of the memo as the term "(sd)." and Anderson and Sproat's initials 
appear. The memo begins by referring to the "agreement" between Douglas and these Indians signed May 1, 1850. It appears 
that the JIRC allotted to these Indians lands which had been pre-empted, but not other lands which had been Crown Granted. 
Further, they call into question whether or not the Indians might have a "valid claim" under the "agreement" which might give 
them priority over the pre-emptions and Crown Grants. It is noted that the Indians have been "not well treated, but we could not 
do more for them, the land in the neighbourhood being taken up." [See Federal Collection, vl. 3, pp. 124-32; PILQ, p. 8] 

8 6 The Commission encloses amended Minutes of decision for Squamish and Musqueam Indians. They state that the amendments 
were "satisfactory as we were told, to both whites and Indians." They further state that the Minutes of decision and map sent in 
November "may be considered as withdrawn." This letter is signed by McKinlay and Sproat. A similar letter was sent to 
Lawrence Vankoughnet, Superintendent General Indian Affairs Ottawa. It was signed by Anderson and Sproat. There are 
additional sketches in the Provincial set. [See Federal Collection, vl. 3, pp. 136-149a] 

8 7 The Commission encloses amended Minutes of decision for Squamish and Musqueam lndians. They state that the amendments 
were "satisfactory as we were told, to both whites and Indians." They further state that the Minutes of decision and map sent in 
November "may be considered as withdrawn." The enclosed Minutes of decision and sketch were given correspondence number 
1591/77. [See Federal Collection, vl. 3, pp. 136-149a] 

8 8 This reserve is identified by the JIRC as the "Original reserve." [See PILQ, p. 104] 

8 9 The JIRC confirm the "Original reserve" and enlarge it. This reserve was a desirable piece of property and many attempts 
were made over the years to acquire it from the Indians. The Kitsilano case (Mathias v. the Queen, et al; Federal Court of 
Canada) dealt with the issue of the loss of the reserve. [See McKenna-McBride Report, Vol. 1, p. 112; McKenna-McBride Report 
Vol. 3, p. 658; 1943 Schedule, p. 167; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 67] 

9 0 The JIRC identified this reserve as an "Original reserve" which they enlarged. It was cut-off by McKenna-McBride May 13, 
1916; this cut-off was settled December, 1983. [See Binder 10, Corr. No. 2171/91; Binder 11, Corr. Nos. 193/92, 1597/93, 
1710/93; PILQ, pp. 104, 167; 1943 Schedule p. 167; McKenna Letter, 1912, Ex. A, p. A. VIII] 

9 1 The JIRC confirms this "Original reserve as per official map ..." It is not known which map was being referred to; possibly 
it is the plan cited in the PILQ. [See PILQ, pp. 104, 167; 1943 Schedule, p. 166; McKenna Letter, 1912, Ex. A, p. A. VIII] 
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AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR.NO. 

06 15 1877 Seymour Creek 292 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1591/77 
[p. 3] 

06 15 1877 Burrard Inlet 393 Squamish JIRC M.O.D. 1591/77 
[p. 4] 

06 15 1877 Inlailawatash 494 Squamish & 
Musqueam 

JIRC M.O.D. 1591/77 
[pp. 4-5] 

06 15 1877 Musqueam 2 Musqueam95 Mohun Sketch 1591/77 
[p. 6] 

06 15 1877 Sea Island 3 Musqueam Mohun Sketch 1591/77 
[p. 6] 

06 15 1877 Kitsilano 6 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1591/77 
[p. 6] 

06 15 1877 Capilano 5 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1591/77 
[p. 6] 

06 15 1877 Mission 1 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1591/77 
[p. 6] 

06 15 1877 Seymour Creek 2 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1591/77 
[p. 7] 

06 15 1877 Burrard Inlet 396 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1591/77 
[p. 7] 

06 26 1880 Inlailawatash 497 Squamish Unknown Sketch 1591/77 
[p. 8] 

06 26 1880 Kitsilano 6 Squamish98 Mohun Sketch 1591/77 
[p. 9] 

9 2 This reserve is identified as an "original reserve", that is a colonial reserve. It is confirmed and enlarged by the JIRC. 

9 3 This reserve is currently held by the Burrard Indians. It is identified by the JIRC as an "original reserve", which they confirm 
and enlarge. [See PILQ, pp. 104, 167; 1943 Schedule, p. 166; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 42; McKenna Letter, 1912, Ex. A, 
p. A. VIII] 

9 4 Although the JIRC originally allotted this reserve jointly to the Musqueam and Squamish Indians, it is currently held by the 
Burrard Indians. It was also known as Indian River 4. It is described by the JIRC as "Fishing Station at head of North Arm, 
Burrard Inlet (Tse-laila-watash) (Skwawmish and Muskweam Tribes)" [See 1943 Schedule, p. 167; NRCan Schedule (2005), 
p. 42] 

95 In the provincial collection it appears that the original map has been torn in two. It is now identified as Maps 10 and 11. The 
date stamp on Map 10 has been partially obliterated, but it would be a date received stamp. Given the date of the covering letter 
is June 27, the date received stamp is most likely July 9,1877. The upper portion of the the right hand side (Map 11) has been 
torn. The signatures have been completely or partially obliterated. In addition, the inset portion of the sketch which shows 
Inlailawatash 4, has been torn off. It can bee seen on the federal sketch, which is in one piece. [See Federal Collection, vl. 3, 
p. 149a] 

9 6 This reserve is currently held by the Burrard Indians. On the federal copy of this sketch, Inlailawatash 4 is also shown. [See 
Federal Collection, vl. 3, p. 149a; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 42] 

9 7 This reserve is currently held by the Burrard Indians. This map appears to have been added to the collection at a later date as 
the date received stamp on the map clearly says "Jun 26 1880". The majority of Inlailatwatash 4 was surrendered and sold. [See 
1943 Schedule, p. 167; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 42] 

9 8 This sketch (Map 13) is a reproduction of the maps 10 and 11. It appears to have been added to the collection at a later date 
as the date received stamp clearly says "Jun 26 1880" 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR. NO. 

06 26 1880 Capilano 5 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1591/77 
[p. 9] 

06 26 1880 Mission 1 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1591/77 
[p. 9] 

06 26 1880 Seymour Creek 2 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1591/77 
[p. 9] 

06 26 1880 Burrard Inlet 399 Squamish Mohun Sketch 1591/77 
[p. 9] 

04 16 1926 Seymour Creek 2100 Squamish Ditchburn Letter 1591/77 
[add. corr.] 

04 21 1926 Seymour Creek 2 Squamish Umbach Letter 1591/77 
[add. corr.] 

01 05 1927 Seymour Creek 2 Squamish Perry Letter 1591/77 
[add. corr.] 

01 07 1927 Seymour Creek 2 Squamish [Umbach] 
Surveyor-
General 

Letter 1591/77 
[add. corr.] 

01 11 1927 Seymour Creek 2 Squamish Perry Letter 1591/77 
[add. corr.] 

07 07 1943 Seymour Creek 2 Squamish Deputy Minister Letter 1591/77 
[add. corr.] 

17 Jul 1877 Kamloops 1 Kamloops McKinlay & 
Sproat 

Letter [w/encl] 1798/77 

07 13 1877 Kamloops 1 Kamloops JIRC Letter [copy] 1798/77 

07 13 1877 Kamloops 1 Kamloops Ussher Letter [copy] 1798/77 

07 14 1877 Kamloops 1 Kamloops Sullivan Letter [copy] 1798/77 

11 14 1877 Osoyoos101 Sproat Letter 3020/77 

01 15 1878 Neskonlith JIRC1 0 2 Letter [w/encl] 124/78 
123/78 

01 09 1878 Neskonlith JIRC1 0 3 Report 123/78 

01 09 1878 Neskonlith 1 Neskonlith Mohun Sketch 123/78 
[p. 11] 

01 09 1878 Neskonlith 2 Neskonlith Mohun Sketch 123/78 
[p. 11] 

9 9 This reserve is currently held by the Burrard Indians. On the federal copy of this sketch, Inlailawatash 4 is also shown. [See 
Federal Collection, vl. 3, p. 149a; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 42] 

!00 This letter, clearly added to the collection at a later date, deals with the issue of surveying Seymour Creek 2 and the problem 
of erosion. 

1 0 1 Sproat recommends to the CCLW that "no land be confirmed to Messrs. Haynes or Lowe or to any other person" in the 
Osoyoos area pending further inquiry and "adjustment of the Indian claims" by the Commission. 

1 0 2 The JIRC enclose a report related to settlers' claims. The correspondence number for this report is 123/78. 

1 0 3 The report is somewhat difficult to read. The ink is blotchy and has run is some spots. Within the report, reference is made 
to the "Provincial Commissioners", this would appear to be in reference to both McKinlay and Sproat, who sign the report. N.B.: 
a transcription has been done of the letter. 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR. NO. 

01 09 1878 Sahhaltkum 4 Adams Lake Mohun Sketch 123/78 
[p. 11] 

02 18 1878 Neskonlith Hett104 Transmittal 123/78 
[add. corr.] 

01 28 1878 Priest's Valley 61 0 5 Okanagan JIRC Letter [w/encl] 230/78 
231/78 

01 20 1878 Priest's Valley 6 Okanagan JIRC Letter [copy] 231/78 

01 26 1878 Priest's Valley 6 Okanagan Houghton Letter 231/78 
[add. corr.] 

01 31 1878 Okanagan 1 Okanagan106 Drake & Jackson Letter No. Num. 

02 08 1878 Oyster Bay 12 Chemainus107 McKinlay & 
Sproat 

Letter [w/encl] 358/78 

04 20 1877 Oyster Bay 12 Chemainus JIRC Letter [extract] 358/78 

03 01 1878 Survey Chemainus [JIRC]108 Letter 559/78 

03 19 1878 General Sproat109 Letter 695/78 

03 28 1878 Cowichan Sproat110 Letter [w/encl] 793/78 

1 0 4 Hett forwards the report of the Commission regarding the complaints of the settlers to Lieutenant Governor Richards. 

1 0 5 Although not specifically identified, the area in question relates to land at Priest's Valley and the alteration of the boundaries 
Colonel Houghton's land in order to accomodate an Okanagan Indian fishing station 

1 0 6 The letter is from Drake and Jackson, Barristers to A.C. Elliott, Provincial Secretary, regarding Mr. O'Keefe being required 
to remove his crops by "a certain hour of a certain day in March." Drake and Jackson state that they have advised Mr. O'Keefe 
"to resist all attempts of the Indians to interefere with his land, crops and property by force if necessary." Interestingly, this letter 
has no correspondence number. 

1 0 7 This reserve was also known as Oyster Harbour 12. McKinlay and Sproat state that the wish to "submit... for favourable 
consideration" the case of a squatter named Charles McMillan. It appears that the Commission included part of McMillan's land 
in their allotment at Oyster Harbour. The "case" had already been submitted to the Indian Superintendent, Col. I.W. Powell and 
to E. A. Meredith, Deputy Minister of the Interior. Meredith stated that the case should be submitted to the "Local Government" 
for consideration as it is the Local Government "who are primarily bound to provide such lands as may be necessary for Indian 
Reserves." Based upon the enclosure, the "case" being made is that McMillan should be compensated for his improvements on 
the lands which were taken to establish the reserve. N.B.: This correspondence is the last piece in the collection for the JIRC. 
The Provincial Collection contains no correspondence related to the disbanding of the Commission and the appointment of Sproat 
as sole Indian Reserve Commissioner. [See NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 43] 

1 0 8 It is unclear if this letter is incomplete or not. It is unsigned. Reference is made to the Commission's letter of Feb. 8, 1878. 
It is presumed that this is the same letter found in the collection, which dealt with lands at Oyster Harbour. The Commission 
advises that survey of the boundaries of the reserves allotted by the JIRC would commence "in the early part of the year". 

1 0 9 Sproat inquires what the procedure for approval of the "apportionments of lands to the Indians from time to time" is to be 
now that he has been appointed "to take the place of the Indian Superintendents." He cites a "Canadian order in Council [sic]" 
dated 23 February 1877. This is the PC which authorized the work of the JIRC and stated that the Commission should continue 
to be government by BC OIC 1877-279. It is possible that the "Indian Superintendents" Sproat refers to are Powell and Lenihan. 
Among other things, Sproat states that approval or notice of appeal "must of course be given on the spot at the time of my 
decision." And that it "will not be prudent to give any information to the Indians as to the proposed reserves until the question 
has been finally arranged between yourself and me." (p. 2) Sproat indicates his many premises upon which he believes his work 
as Commissioner will be undertaken. [See Reference Guide to the Establishment of B.C. Indian Reserves, pp. 98-99] 

1 1 0 Sproat encloses three pieces of correspondence related to the "Mr. Marriner's case". He also makes reference to a letter from 
the CCLS dated March 25, 1878 which is not included in the collection. 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC CORR. NO. 

04 27 1877 Cowichan 111 Cowichan JIRC Letter [copy, 
No. 1] 

793/78 

02 23 1878 Cowichan 11 1 2 Cowichan Sproat Letter [copy, 
No. 2] 

793/78 

01 28 1878 Cowichan 1 Cowichan Sproat113 Notes [copy, 
No. 3] 

793/78 

04 12 1878 Yale District Sproat114 Letter 883/78 

1 1 1 The JIRC write about some of the circumstances of the Marriner's lot and its encroachment on the Cowichan lands. Reference 
is made in the letter to the PILQ, p. 106 which shows a schedule of "Leases Promised" on parts of the Cowichan Indian reserve. 
The JIRC note that as far as they can determine, no rent has been paid to the Indians. [See PILQ, p. 106; FBBC 49a; FBBC 230; 
FBBC 233/FBBC 76a; CLSR TBC240] 

1 1 2 Sproat disputes the validity of Marriner's grant. 

1 1 3 In the covering letter, Sproat states he gave his notes to Attorney General at the meeting which took place on February 28, 
1878. The notes are dated January 28,1878. 

114 Sproat advises that a "deputation of six chiefs representing the Indian Chiefs and the people between Yale and the mouth of 
the Frazer [sic]" came to Victoria to see him about their lands. 



V. 

ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
Binder 1 (Box 1) 

Minutes of Decision, Correspondence & Sketches 
~ Joint Indian Reserve Commission & Gilbert M . Sproat ~ 

January 1876 to April 1878 

Subject 
B.C. Government Officials 
Attorney General 
CCLW 

Duncan, Mr., "J.P." 
Elliott, A.C., Provincial Secy. 
Haynes, J.C., Stipendiary Magistrate 
Hett, J. Roland, Clerk 
Lowe, Mr., Gov't. Agent 
Pearse, Wm. 
Provincial Secretary [unnamed] 
Smithe, Wm. 
Teague, Wm., Gov't. Agent, Yale 
Umbach, J.E., Surveyor General 
Ussher, John, Gov't. Agent, Kamloops 
Vernon, Forbes George, CCLW (1876-78) 

B.C. Government Reserve 

Correspondence No. 

793/78 
271/76,3138/76,861/77,1351/77,1354/77,1590/77, 
1798/77,124/78,358/78 
861/77 
No. Num. [01/31/1878] 
3020/77 
123/78 [add. corr.] 
3020/77 
793/78 (No. 2) 
3138/76 
793/78 
1798/77 
1791/77 [add. corr.] 
1798/77 

2037/76,2069/76,2935/76,3138/76 

2935/76 
Census/Population 
General 
Neskonlith 
Sechelt 

Squamish/Burrard 

Colonial Reserve 

Douglas Treaty 

Fishing 
Dominion Government Officials 
Ditchburn W.E., Indian Comm., B.C. 
Meredith, E.A. 
Deputy Minister, Dept. of Interior 

Moffatt, H., Secretary 
Perry, C.C., Indian Agent, N.W. Coast 
Powell, Col./Dr. Israel Wood 
B.C. Indian Superintendent 

Superintendent General Indian Affairs 

Graveyard 
Goose Spit 
Nanaimo 
Porpoise Bay 
Sooke 

Indian Groups 
Barclay Sound 
Beecher Bay 
Klahoose 
Musqueam 
Squamish/Burrard 
Sechelt 

2935/76 
128/78 
3138/76 [p. 2] 
2935/76 

See list at end of index 

1355/77 

3138/76,1352/77,230/78,231/78,793/78 (No. 3) 

1591/77 [add. corr.] 
358/78 

2037/76,2069/76 
1591/77 [add. corr.] 
2037/76,1354/77,358/78,793/78 

559/78 

1352/77 
1352/77 
3138/76 (sketch) 
1353/77 

861/76 
1354/77,1355/77 
861/77 
1590/77 
2935/76,1590/77 
2037/76,3138/76 



-23 -

Subject 

Indians Identified 
Clem-clem-a-luts 
Thate, Chief Sechelt 
Ka-ky-aakan, Chief Beecher Bay 
Slay-a-kum, Chief Beecher Bay 
Sapple Jack 
Chiefs between Yale and 
mouth of the Fraser 

Indian Land 
approval 
"Indian land question" 
lease 
occupation 
PILQ 

Indian Reserve Commission 
JIRC-authority 

Agreement 

Lease 
Timber 
Timber - Indian 
Pastoral 

Logging 
Mining 

Pre-emption 
reserving land from 
revoke 
Crown Grant 

Railway Belt 
Vancouver Island 

Settlers 

Survey 
Instructions 

Surveyor 
Burnes, J. Rodger 
Jemmett, Wm. 
Mohun, E. 

Village Settlement/Site 
Alberni Canal 
Barclay Sound 
Beecher Bay 
Burrard Inlet 
Bute Inlet 
Capilano (Kahpillahno) Creek 
Chuck-chuck (abandoned) 
Cortes Island 
Dean's Canal 
Harwood Island 

Correspondence No. 

793/78 (No. 3) 
3138/76 
1355/77 
1355/77 
1590/77 

883/78 

695/78 
861/77,3020/77,695/78 
2069/76,793/78 
3138/76 
793/78 (No. 1) 

1352/77,1353/77,2037/76, 2069/76,1352/77,1353/77, 
1591/77 
2037/76 

2037/76,3138/76 
3138/76 
2069/76 

3138/76 
3138/76 

1355/77,1798/77,793/78,883/78 
2037/76, 861/77 
1355/77 
1355/77 

861/77, 358/78 

See list at end of index 

1591/77 [add. corr.],559/78 
1352/77 [p. 30] 

1591/77 [add. corr.] 
1591/77 [add. corr.] 
3138/76,1352/77,1353/77,1355/77 

861/77 
861/77 
1355/77 
2935/76 
2037/76 
1590/77 
1352/77 [p. 2] 
861/77 
2037/76 
861/77 



Subject 
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Correspondence No. 

Village Settlement/Site (cont'd) 
Jervis Inlet 
Matsqui 
Nass River 
Salmon River (Johnstone Strait) 
Savory Island 
Se-aich-em 
Skeena River 

2037/76,3138/76 
861/77 
861/77 
861/77 
861/77 
1352/77 [p. 5] 
861/77 

Witness 
Mr. Trim 3138/76 

Colonial Reserve 
Comox 
Halalt 
Nanaimo 
Penelakut 
Burrard Inlet 3 
Seymour Creek 2 
Mission 1 
Capilano 5 
Kitsilano 6 

"original reserve" 
"original reserves" 
"three existing reserves" 
"original fishing station" 
"original reserve" 
"original reserve" 
"original reserve" 
"original reserve" 
"original reserve" 

1352/77 
1352/77 
1352/77 
1352/77 
1591/77 
1591/77 
1591/77 
1591/77 
1591/77 

Settlers 
Name 
General 
Anderson, Andrew 
Barr[?], Mr. 
Cook, Mr. 
Conn, W. 
Dods, Archibald 
Houghton, Col. 
Hughes, Mr. 
Lowe, Mr. 
Marriner, Mr. 
McBryan, Mr. 
McLeod, Mr. 
McMillan, Charles 
McNaughton, Mr. 
McPherson, G. 
Nelson, Mr. 
O'Keefe, Cornelius 
Parker, Mr. 
Shotter, Mr. 
Spencer, John 
Sullivan, Michael 
Tod, Mr. 
Vine, Mr. 
Wake, Capt. 
Wittie, Mrs. 

Corr. No. 
1590/77,883/78 
124/78,123/78 
1590/77 
1355/77 
1352/77 [p. 24] 
793/78 (No. 3) 
230/78,231/78 
1352/77 [p. 25] 
3020/77 
793/78 
124/78,123/78 
124/78 
358/78 
1352/77 [p. 25] 
124/78, 123/78 
3138/76 
No number [01/31/1878] 
1355/77 
1352/77 [p. 25] 
1798/77 
1798/77 
1352/77 [p. 29] 
1355/77 
1352/77 [p. 22] 
1355/77 

BCMODB1B1 
Binder 1 /Box 1 



This binder contains Minutes of Decision f o r the following: 

Skwawmish Tribe 
Se Shell Tribe 
Comox Indians 
Qualicurn Indians 
Nanoose Indians 
Naniamo Indians 
H a l a l t Indians 
Syacksum Indians 
Yonkulahs 
Lamalchas 
Penelakuts Tribe 
Chamainus Bay 
Sickameen Tribe 
Cowichan Indians 
Saanich Indians 
Sooke Indians 
Beecher Bay 
Muskweam Tribe 

The documents form part of the contents of Archival Box No. 1, 
consisting of the following f i l e s : 

271/76 
2037/76 
2069/76 
2935/76 
3138/76 
861/77 
1351/77 
1352/77 
1353/77 
1354/77 
1355/77 
1590/77 
1591/77 
1798/77 
3020/77 
123/78 
124/78 
231/78 
358/78 
559/78 
695/78 
793/78 
883/78 
1055/78 



CONTENTS OF BOX 1 

MINUTES OF DECISION 

Letter of January 18, 1876, from G i l b e r t Malcolm 
Sproat to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works o f f e r i n g services to the Joi n t Commission 
on Indian A f f a i r s . 

Letter of September 8, 1876, from S. T. Moffatt, 
Secretary pro-tem of Joint Commission, advising 
that the Commissioners intend to v i s i t the 
Sechelt Peninsula and Jer v i s Inlet areas for 
the purpose of s e t t l i n g the Indian question i n 
that area and requesting that no new land 
applications be accepted within the area shown 
on the map attached. 

Letter of September 11, 1876, from S. T. Moffatt, 
Secretary pro-tem, to Chief Commissioner of Lands 
and Works, recommending that no new pastoral leases 
or renewal of e x i s t i n g leases be considered 
pending the proceedings of the Indian Commissioner. 

Letter of November 27, 1876, from McKinley and 
Sproat to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works advising they have declined to permit 
Indian Reserves i n the Government Reserve between 
Coal Harbour and F i r s t Narrows, Burrard I n l e t . 
Also advise they have fin i s h e d the settlement 
of reserves at Burrard's I n l e t and Howe Sound 
and have dealt with 735 Indians to date. 

Letter of December 7, 18 76, from Commissioners, 
to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works 
advising that reserves have been chosen for the 
Sechelt Band of Indians and recommending that 
the Province also give the Band timber cutting 
rights over a large area of land. Map attached 
showing recommended Reserves. 

Letter of A p r i l 27, 1877, from the Commissioners 
to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works 
recommending that various areas i n the Province 
be reserved from a l i e n a t i o n u n t i l Indian Reserves 
have been established. Includes Harwood, Savoy and Cortes Islands, islands i n the Fraser River, 
Alberni Canal, Salmon River Valley, the Skeena 
and Nass Rivers. 

Letter of June 11, 1877, from Commissioners to 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works enclosing 
Minutes of Decision for Reserves in the V i c t o r i a 
Superintendency, Howe Sound to Sooke. 

Minutes of Decision a l l o t t i n g Reserves for the 
following Bands. 

A. Skawmish Tribe 
B . Se S h e l l (Sechelt) Tribe 
c. Comox Indians 
D. Qualicum Indians 
E. Nanoose Indians (Shonowns) 
F. Nanaimo Indians 
G. H a l a l t Indians (Chemainis) 
H. Lyackson Indians (Chemainus) 
I . Yon Kulahs; Samalchos and Penelakuts Tribe 

(Chemainus) 
J. Chemainus Bay and Sickameen Tribe 
K, Cowichan Indians 
L. Saanich Indians 



2. 

9. 1353/77 - Minutes of Decision of June 11, 1877, a l l o t t i n g 
Reserves to the following Bands: 

A. Sooke 
B. Becher Bay 

10. 1354/77 - Letter of June 11, 1877, enclosing a memorandum 
of the same date respecting negotiations with 
the Indians of Becher Bay. 

11. 1355/77 - Copy of memorandum of June 11, 1877, by Sproat 
on Reserves for the Becher Bay Indians. 

12. 1590/77 - Letter of June 27, 1877, from the Commissioners 
advising that the Reserves for the Muskweam 
and Skawmish Indians have been amended and 
enclosing amended Minutes of Decision. 

13. 1591/77 - Minutes of Decision of June 15, 1877, a l l o t t i n g 
Reserves for the Muskweam and Skawmish Tribes. 
Attached to the Minutes i s correspondence of 
1926, 1927 and 184 3 r e l a t i v e to the survey and 
re-survey of the Reserves. 

14. 179 8/77 - L e t t e r of July 17, 1877, from the Commissioners 
enclosing copies of - correspondence r e l a t i v e to 
a dispute between a pre-emption and Indians about 
a claim next to the Kamloops Indian Reserve. 

15. 3020/77 - Letter of November 14, 1877, from Sproat 
recommending that no further parcels of land be 
a l l o t t e d to Haynes or Lowe or any other person 

123/78 at Osoyoos pending further adjustment of Indian 
Reserves. 

16. 124/78 - Letter of June 15, 1878, from the Commissioners 
enclosing t h e i r report (123/78) on the Mr. 
McBryan case involving the South Thompson Indians. 

17. 230/78 - Letter of January 28, 1878, from the Commissioners 
enclosing a copy of a l e t t e r of January 20, 
1878, to Colonel Houghton r e l a t i v e to an 
a l t e r a t i o n i n the boundaries of his land at 
P r i e s t Valley to accommodate a reserve for the 
Okanagan Indian Fishing Station. 

18. 231/78 - Copy of l e t t e r of January 20, 1878, from the 
Commissioners to Colonel Houghton asking that he 
amend the survey of his land at P r i e s t Valley 
to eliminate the c o n f l i c t with land required for 
the Okanagan Band Fishing Station. Attached 
i s the reply of January 26, 1878, from Colonel 
Houghton agreeing to the change in boundaries. 

19. No number - Letter of January 31, 1878, from Drake and Jackson, 
Barristers-at-Law, V i c t o r i a , to the Hon. H.C. 
E l l i o t t , r e l a t i v e to O'Keefe's complaint about 
the Indian Commissioners and an Indian Reserve 
in the Okanagan area. 

20. 358/78 - Letter of February 8, 1878, from the Commissioners 
to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works re 
the case of Charles McMillan, a squatter on 
public lands on the Chemainus Peninsula, stating 
that McMillan should be removed as the area i s 
required for Indian Reserve purposes for the 
Chemainus and Sick-a-meen Indians. 



Memorandum of March 1, 1878, from the Commissioners 
to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works 
advising that the surveying of Indian Reserves 
a l l o t t e d by the Commission w i l l commence in the 
early part of the year. 

Letter of March 19, 1878, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works pointing 
out that he (Sproat) has been appointed by the 
Dominion Government to take the place of the 
Indian Superintendent and requesting d e t a i l s of 
the procedure to be used for approval by him of 
the allotment of Reserves. 

Letter of March 28, 1878, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works enclosing 
copies of correspondence re the "Mariner Case" 
involving a c o n f l i c t with a reserve f o r the 
Cowichan Indians. 

Letter of A p r i l 12, 1878, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works advising 
he has had a v i s i t from the Indian Chiefs and 
people between Yale and the mouth of the Fraser 
and that they are anxious to have the matter of 
Reserves s e t t l e d . Sproat suggests that no sales 
or pre-emptions of land i n that area be allowed 
u n t i l he has a l l o t t e d Reserves. 

Letter of May 4, 1878, from Sproat to the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works re a pre-emption 
record staked by "Kanaka B i l l " within an Indian 
Settlement at the mouth of the Goldstream River, 
Saanich I n l e t . 

Minutes of Decision a l l o t t i n g reserves for the 
following Bands: 

A. North Thompson and Canoe Lake Indians 
B. Kamloops Indians 
C. Deadman's Creek Indians 
D. South Thompson or Neskainleth Indians 
E. Adams Lake Indians 
F. L i t t l e Shuswap Lake Indians 
G. Spellumcheen Indians 
H. Indians at head of Okanagan Lake 
I. Penticton Indians 
J. Osoyoos Indians 
K. Songish Indians 
L. Esquimalt Indians 

(see item 70 for supplemental l i s t ) 

L etter of May 8, 1878, from the Commissioners 
to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works 
recommending that a Mr. F. Walker, who has a 
farm enclosed by the Indian Reserves of the 
N i s k o n l i t h and Adams Lake Indians be allowed to 
exchange his land for unoccupied Crown land and 
that the farmland be added to the Adams Lake 
Reserve. 

Letter of May 8, 1878, from Commissioners 
enclosing Minutes of Decision for Yale, V i c t o r i a 
and Esquimalt D i s t r i c t s (see Item No. 26 - 1081/78) 



Letter of May 7, 187 8, from the Commissioners to 
the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works 
advising a Mr. John McDougall at the Mission, 
Okanagan Lake, has complained that his sons who 
are part Indian have not been allowed to pre-
empt land, 

Letter of May 10, 1878, from Sproat, at Spuzzum, 
recommending that various areas in the New 
Westminster D i s t r i c t be reserved from a l i e n a t i o n 
u n t i l a decision i s made on the location of 
Indian Reserves i n that D i s t r i c t . 

L etter of June 5, 1878, from Sproat at Lytton, 
advising that F. Walker has offered to s e l l his 
farm, next to the Adams Lake Indian Reserve, to 
the Province for $400.00 (See Item No. 27 -
1081A/78). 

Letter of June 3, 18 78, from Sproat at Lytton, 
reporting on his a c t i v i t i e s i n the Yale D i s t r i c t 
and requesting authority by a Government Order 
to deal with Indian matters i n the New Westminster 
D i s t r i c t upon completion of work i n the Yale area. 

Letter of May 30, 1878, from Sproat, near Boston 
Bar, sta t i n g that he has heard that the O'Keefe 
problem i n the Okanagan may go to Supreme Court 
and asking i f the rumour i s correct. 

Letter of June 4, 1878, from Sproat, near 
Boothroyd's, recommending cancellation of a pre-
emption record held by Frederick Biesta as i t i s 
located on the ancient homestead of the Spuzzum 
Indians known by the name of Shwimp. Includes 
an enclosure giving a. history of the Shwimp 
Tribe. 

Letter of June 12, 187 8, from Sproat near Lytton, 
to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, 
requesting maps of e l e c t o r a l d i s t r i c t s . Advises 
he has " l a i d o ff" 30 Reserves i n the l a s t 3 
weeks. 

Letter of June 18, 1878, from I. W. Powell, 
Indian Superintendent, to F. G. Vernon, Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works, requesting a 
copy of the application of William Sutton to 
pre-empt Sections 11, 12 and 13, Rge 6, Cowichan 
D i s t r i c t . He states the application c o n f l i c t s 
with an Indian Reserve a l l o t t e d by the Joint 
Commissioners. 

Letter of June 23, 187 8, from Sproat near Lytton, 
to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, 
stating that the question of the Bonaparte Indians 
should be s e t t l e d and requesting authority by 
telegram to deal with the matter. 

Letter of June 29, 1878, from Sproat to the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works, enclosing a 
l e t t e r and map from Thos. Greenhow r e l a t i v e to 
a dispute between Greenhow and the Okanagan Indians 
re land at Swan Lake. 
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39. 1655/78 - Letter from Sproat near Cooks Ferry to the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works requesting c l a r i ­
f i c a t i o n on the matter of es t a b l i s h i n g grazing 
reserves, i n common, for both white s e t t l e r s and 
Indians. 

40. 1656/78 - Letter of July 17, 1878, from Sproat, near 
Cooks Ferry to the Chief Commissioner of Lands 
and Works requesting c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the O'Keefe 
problem at Okanagan Lake, authority for dealing 
with the Bonaparte Indians and reserves from 
ali e n a t i o n of certain portions of the Province 
pending the establishment of Indian Reserves. 

41. 1657/78 - Letter of July 17, 1878, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works recommending 
that no applications for land or water for i r r i g a ­
t i o n be considered i n the Lytton area u n t i l 
Indian Reserves are confirmed. 

42. 1768/78 - Letter of July 24, 1878, from Sproat, near 100 
Mile Post, enclosing a copy of his f i e l d minutes 
on the land and i r r i g a t i o n a f f a i r s of the Lytton 
sub-group of the Nekla-Kap-a-Muk Indians. 

43. 1769/78 - Report of July 20, 1878, referred to i n item 4 2 . 

44. 1788/78 - Letter of July 30, 1878, from Sproat, near 
Ashcroft advising of the concern of the Indian 
Chiefs who l i v e above Clinton that white s e t t l e r s 
i n t h i s area would take up available land and 
water before Sproat could get there to a l l o t 
Reserves. 

45. 1798/78 - Letter of July 28, 1878, from Sproat, near Ashcroft, 
to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, 
recommending that a water licence i n favour of P . 
Parks near Cache Creek be cancelled as the water 
i s required by the l o c a l Indian Band. 

46. 1833/78 - Letter of August 1, 1878, from Sproat, at 100 Mile 
Post, advising he i s waiting for a reply to the 
Commissioner's l e t t e r of A p r i l 21, 1877, to the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works re the c o n f l i c t 
between land claimed by Robert Hughs at Oyster 
Harbour and the land recommended for an Indian 
Reserve. Attached to the l e t t e r i s the l e t t e r 
A p r i l 21, 1877, (175/77) and enclosures referred 
to i n Sproat's communication of August 1, 187 8 

47. 1856/78 - Letter of August 14, 1878, from I. W. Powell, 
Indian Superintendent, to G. A. Walkem, Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works, asking i f the 
arrangements made by the Joint Commission with 
respect to the disputed lands of Mr. Dods of 
Cowichan i s agreeable to the Province. 

48. 1914/78 - Telegram of August 21, 1878, from Sproat, at 
Spences Bridge, asking what to say to the Nicola 
Chief respecting O'Keefe's matter at Okanagan. 

49. 1995/78 - Letter of August 15, 1878, from Sproat, i n camp 
at Nicola River, to the Chief Commissioner of 
Lands and Works, st a t i n g that the Chief Commission­
er's l e t t e r of August 2nd about a survey matter 
at Deadman's Creek Reserve should have been sent 
to W. E. Mohun rather than himself. 
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50. 1994/78 - Letter of August 26, 1878, from Sproat to the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works re a land claim of 
25 acres by John Dowling at Oregon Jack's, Thompson, 
that i s near an Indian Reserve. 

51. 1996/78 - Letter from Sproat i n camp at Nicola River, under 
date of August 26, 1878, enclosing as an addition 
to the Appendix of the Minute on Lytton A f f a i r s 
of July 24, 1878, a copy of his l e t t e r of July 15 
to Capt. H.M. B a l l and a copy of B a l l ' s reply of 
July 29. 

52. 1997/78 - Letter of August 18, 1878,. from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works requesting 
that the land and water records of the Chinamen who 
had taken possession of Indian lands at Spaptsun 
F l a t be cancelled. Attached i s a copy of Sproat's 

/ i_ - f i e l d minute on the subject. y\ 

53. 2347/78 - Letter of October 21, 1878, from Sproat, at Hope, 
to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works re 
the O'Keefe trespass and the Okanagan Indians. 

54.~ * . 2382/78 - Letter of October 21, 1878, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works asking i f he 
i s authorized to allocate Indian Reserves i n the 
Railway Belt. Also includes a report on his 
work to date and asks i f he may a l l o t timber areas 
to the Indians. Also questions whether entire 
islands should be made Indian Reserves. 

55. 2383/78 - Letter of October 21, 1878, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, r e f e r r i n g to 
a dispute between the Klah-hoose and Shammon Indian 
Tribes involving the cutting of timber and asking 
for authority to investigate the matter. 

56. 2577/78 - Letter of November 26, 1878, from Sproat, at Hope, 
to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works enclosing 
a l i s t of unresolved matters referred to the Prov­
ince by Sproat and asking for answers. 

57. 2712/78 - Letter of December 21, 1878, from Sproat, at New 
Westminster, to the Chief Commissioner of Lands 
and Works, advising he w i l l be making various 
reports to the Dominion Government i n a short time and 
asking for answers to the items referred to the 
Province during the past two years. 

58. 105/79 - Letter of January 27, 1879, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, re Indian 
Reserves at Similkameen. 

59. 106/79 - Letter of January 27, 1879, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works re an en­
croachment on the Matsqui Reserve by a Mr. Derby. 

60. 107/79 - Letter of January 27, 1879, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, enclosing a 

. memorandum outl i n i n g the position in which Sproat 
finds himself with respect to the adjustment of 
Indian Reserves at Chilliwack, Somas and Matsqui. 
Involves the Derby problem referred to i n item 
No. 59. 

1. 199/79 - Letter of February 19, 1879, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works re a question 
from Mr. Bennett (M.L.A.?) i n f e r r i n g that the Indian 
Reserve Commission has assigned for Indian purposes 
lands held l e g a l l y by s e t t l e r s . 
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62. 200/79 Letter of February 19, 1879, marked u n o f f i c i a l , 
from Sproat to the Chief Commissioner of Lands 
and Works, r e f e r r i n g to a meeting of s e t t l e r s 
at Keremeos protesting the location of Indian 
Reserves i n the area. 

63. 201/79 - Letter of February 13, 1879, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, reporting 
on the status of Similkameen Indian Reserves. 

64. No number - Memorandum of January 20, 1878, from Sproat to 
the Attorney-General re the c o n f l i c t between a 
land application by Cornelius O'Keefe and a 
reserve for the Okanagan Indians. 

65. 202/79 - Letter of February 13, 1879, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works about the 
Osoyoos and Lower Similkameen (Keremeos) Tribes 
of Indians. 

66. 226/79 - Letter of February 22, 1879, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works re 
Similkameen Indians. 

67. 297/79 - Letter of March 17, 1879, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, advising 
he has adjusted Indian Reserves i n the large 
extent of country south from Cache Creek and 
Lytton and on both sides of the Gulf of Georgia 
up to and including J e r v i s I n l e t and Comox. Asks 
i f the Province wishes him to deal with any 
p a r t i c u l a r area next and i f so provide an Order-
in-Council giving authority to proceed. 

68. 315/79 - Letter of March 20, 1879, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works re Indian 
matters at Soda Creek and Williams Lake. 

69. 349/79 - Letter of March 22, 1879, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works re a com­
p l a i n t from Captain Wake of Valdez Island about 
the Indian Reserve on the Island. 

70. 36 8/79 and Accompanying l e t t e r of March 25, 1879, from Sproat 
369/79 - and a "Minute of Decision i n the matters l e f t 

by the Commission i n 1877 for further considera­
tion and adjustments, by the Reserve Commission 
as soon as possible." Suplemental to Minutes 
of Decision of 1877 (see item 26). 

71. 433/79 and A report by Sproat on the sale of a portion of 
434/79 - the Osoyoos Indian Reserve to Mr. J. C. Haynes. 

72. 459/79 - Letter from Sproat to the Chief Commissioner of 
Lands and Works enclosing a l i s t of matters 
referred to the P r o v i n c i a l Government to which 
no r e p l i e s have been received. 

73. 488/79 - Letter of A p r i l 23, 1879, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works informing 
him that the surveys of Indian Reserves are not 
under his care and that he has forwarded the 
Chief Commissioner's l e t t e r of A p r i l 21, 1879, 
to the o f f i c e r in charge of surveys. 

74. 504/79 - Letter of A p r i l 26, 1879, from Sproat, at 
Chilliwack, to the Chief Commissioner of Lands 
and Works enclosing a copy of a l e t t e r of A p r i l 
21, 1879, from Mr. Laing-Meoson r e l a t i v e to 
Indians i n the Williams Lake D i s t r i c t . 
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Letter of May 2, 1879, from Sproat, at Sumass, 
to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works on 
the subject of a claim made by Mr. Henry Marriner 
to two acres of the Cowichan Indian Reserve. 

Letter of May 5, 1879, from Sproat to the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works, advising that 
i t i s the opinion of the Superintendent-General 
of Indian A f f a i r s that Sproat should proceed 
with the allotment of Indian Reserves on the Coast 
and asking for authority to do so. 

Letter of May 9, 1879, from Sproat at Chilliwack, 
to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works on 
the question of roads crossing Indian Reserves. 

Letter of May 12, 1879, from Sproat to the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works acknowledging a 
l e t t e r from Mr. Gore about the discontentment of 
Indians i n the Northern I n t e r i o r and requesting 
authority to allocate Reserves on the Coast. 

Letter of May 24, 1879, from Sproat, near Popkum, 
to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works 
advising he intends to employ Major Mohun and 
Jemmett to survey Indian Reserves i n 1879 and 
asking i f that i s acceptable to the Province. 

Letter of May 24, 1879, from Sproat to the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works asking i f i t i s 
necessary for f i e l d notes to be sworn to by a 
surveyor as per the Land Development Act, 1879. 
Attached i s a memorandum of May 26, 1879, by Sproat 
o u t l i n i n g his work and his relationship with the 
Dominion Government and again requesting authority 
to a l l o c a t e Reserves on the Coast. 

Letter of May 31, 1879, from Sproat to the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works enclosing a copy 
of a telegram from the Superintendent-General of 
Indian A f f a i r s , Ottawa, i n s t r u c t i n g him to 
"locate Reserves i n the i n t e r i o r provided Provin-
c i a l Government arranges s a t i s f a c t o r y i r r i g a t i o n 
and any other questions at issue a f f e c t i n g the 
same. " 

Letter of May 29, 1879, from Sproat to the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works acknowledging 
his l e t t e r of May 28, 1879, advising Sproat that 
he already has authority to allocate Reserves on 
the Coast but should allocate Reserves at L i l l o o e t 
f i r s t . 

L e tter of A p r i l 9, 1879, from Sproat to J.C. 
Haynes, Osoyoos, re the purchase by Haynes of a 
portion of the Indian Reserves. Attached i s a 
copy of a l e t t e r from Haynes to Sproat on the 
subject. 

Letter of June 9, 1879, from Sproat to the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works requesting that 
Capt. Jemmett, Land Surveyor, be supplied with 
the p a r t i c u l a r s of Mr. George Coxom's 12 acre 
land claim adjacent to the Indian Reserve at 
Nicomen. 
Letter of July 1, 1879, from Sproat to the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works advising that 
he has allocated the NW 1/4 of Section 22 Tp. 26 
at Chilliwack as Indian Reserve. 



Letter of July 4, 1879, from Sproat to the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works, re an application 
to purchase land in c o n f l i c t with a Reserve for 
the Lower Similkameen and Keremeos Indians. 

Letter of July 9, 1879, from Sproat to the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works advising him 
that the Nekla-Kap-a-Muk Indians are having a 
meeting at Lytton on July 15, 1879, to which he 
has been i n v i t e d . Sproat states he would be glad 
i f the Chief Commissioner would also attend. 

Letter of August 11, 1879, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works advising 
that Mohun and Jennet are doing Indian Reserve 
surveys up and down the Nicola Valley. Also 
mentions that a Mr. Anderson has included within 
his pre-emption record at McDonalds Creek an Indian 
Settlement occupied by Teen-a-melst, an 
Indian with 18 children, 104 horses and 13 c a t t l e 
and asks that there be no c o n f l i c t with the 
Settlement when Anderson's Pre-emption i s surveyed. 

Letter of August 11, 1879, from Sproat, i n camp 
near Hope, to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works, acknowledging receipt of his l e t t e r of 
July 10, 1879, requesting that no further Indian 
Reserves be a l l o t t e d i n the valley to the North 
and East of Similkameen River i n Tp. 52. 

Letter of August 29, 1879, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works acknowledg­
ing h i s l e t t e r of August 7, 1879, on the subject 
of the movements of the Reserve Commission. From 
the l e t t e r i t i s apparent that Sproat was 
c r i t i c i z e d by the Chief Commissioner for carrying 
out work on the Coast before f i n i s h i n g his work 
in the i n t e r i o r . Sproat defends himself by 
advising he was instructed by the Superintendent 
General of Indian A f f a i r s to go to the Coast 
unless the Province was prepared to make a decision 
on water rights for Indians i n the i n t e r i o r i n 
which case i n t e r i o r Reserves could be s e t t l e d 
f i r s t . Attached to the l e t t e r i s a memorandum 
by Sproat r e c i t i n g his instructions from Ottawa 
and commenting on other communications r e l a t i n g 
to the dispute. 

Letter of September 1, 1879, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works pointing 
out that persons are applying for land in the 
Port Simpson-Skidegate and Telegraph Passage 
areas and that as lands for the Indians have not 
been set aside i n these areas i t i s undesirable 
that land at those l o c a l i t i e s should be sold. 

Letter of October 28, 1879, from Sproat to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works recommending 
that no lands at Nimkish, Salmon River, Beaver 
Cove, Fort Rupert or Campbell River be sold u n t i l 
the land requirements of the Indians in those 
areas have been s e t t l e d . 
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